
 

 

 

From the desk of the President: 

 

From the desk of the President: 

April 2020 

Dear Kappa Kappa Iota Lambda State members, 

Spring has arrived! This has been a spring like none other that I have experienced and, I dare say, that none of you have 

experienced. Hardships and blessings have impacted the lives of each and every one of us. 

The harsh spring weather brought hardship to so many. Thousands across the country experienced flooding and 

destruction from tornadoes. In Georgia we have been blessed by the beauty of one of the most spectacular springs in 

many years. 

The COVID19 virus has delivered a punch to families throughout the world. Illness, death, quarantine, economic 

uncertainty, and/or cancelled events have brought hardship and inconvenience to all of us. Our active classroom 

teachers have been called to work in a totally different capacity. Our teachers not only answered the call, but they have 

excelled with guidance and innovation as they continue to instruct our children. COVID19 has also brought to light the 

need, and desire, to spend time with friends and family. Many people who can sew have spent hours making masks for 

our medical professionals. What a blessing it is to share our time, talents, and love! 

This year we were blessed to have many events that brought Lambda State together. Fall Festival, the Christmas Party, 
and our Chapter Meetings offered us time to gather and share, make everlasting memories, and celebrate special 
occasions.  

The cancellation of our Spring Conference was disappointing. The Executive Board usually meets prior to the beginning 

of the Spring Conference. Of course, a face-to-face meeting wasn’t possible. However, the Executive Board learned 

something new: We held our business meeting via virtual conferencing. Thank you, Carol Lunsford, for arranging our 

virtual meeting. Your technology skills are a blessing! 

Please continue to check on family and friends during this difficult time. Reach out and help strangers who are 

struggling. Share your time and resources whenever possible. Stay healthy, active, and safe.  

This year has been extremely difficult for me due to the loss of my husband, my best friend. I have taken on all of the 

responsibilities that we shared for 46 years, including parenting my two granddaughters, ages 3 and 15. I do not ever 

want to neglect a responsibility that I have accepted so it is with a very sad heart that I have made the decision to not be 

Lambda State President for the 2020-2021 year. I am absolutely confident that your new president will make you proud 

to be a member of Kappa Kappa Iota Lambda State.  

With Kappa love and best wishes to all, 

Pat 
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We are all disappointed that the Spring Convention had to be cancelled. As Pat mentioned, we had a Virtual Executive 
Committee meeting via Google conference call on April 1st.  Since our Spring Convention involves several business issues 
to be voted on, including officers, the Executive Committee voted to hold our General Meeting in August, prior to the 
Board of Directors meeting.  The date will be decided and announced this summer.  Other topics that are usually 
announced at the Spring meeting will be announced in this issue of the Kan Kan. 
 

From the Nominating Committee:  This will serve as notice of the nominating committee’s recommendations 

for 2020-2021 Lambda State Officers.  These will be voted on at the General Meeting in August; nominations will be 
accepted from the floor. 

President:  Carol Lunsford 
President-Elect:   Anita Beasley 

Secretary:  Kathy Russell 
Treasurer: Melinda Sams 

Delegate to Nat. Nom. Committee:  Carol Lunsford 
Alternate to Nat. Nom. Committee:  Loretta Vail 

 

 

Scholarship Recipient:  Scholarship Chair, Nancy Ward, submitted one application for the  

Whelchel-Wootton Scholarship.  Since the applicant met all the criteria for receiving the scholarship, the executive 

committee voted to present the scholarship to Calli-Ann Cardin. Calli-Ann is an education major at the University of       

Georgia. Congratulations from all of us to Calli-Ann!  You will be a blessing to the education field. 

 

A Thank you from Calli-Ann: 

      

  

Thank you Kappa Kappa Iota for selecting me as the recipient of the Whelchel-Wootton scholarship. I really appreciate 

this opportunity to allow more funding towards my future as a middle school educator, as every little bit helps! My 

name is Calli-Ann Cardin and I am a third year [student] at the University of Georgia. I’m currently in the Middle 

Grades Program at UGA with my areas of emphasis being Math and Social Studies. I plan on graduating in the Spring 

of 2021 and completing a Double Dawgs Pathway to graduate with my Master’s degree in Spring of 2022. I have 

wanted to be a teacher since I was in elementary school and couldn’t imagine doing anything else with my life. This 

past spring semester I started my practicum working with students in an 8th grade Social Studies classroom and 

absolutely loved it. I’m looking forward to finishing out my student teaching next semester in a Math classroom. 

Thank you again; it truly means a lot to me. 



 

Awards:  Betty Cardwell, Awards & Recognition Chair, tallied all the Chapter of the Year Checklists, 

         
         
 

      and the winner is: 
 
 
 

                

       
 
 
 
 
Memorial:   Patti Purcell, Memorial Chair, has sent information about Lea David’s death.  She is the only Lambda 

State member who has passed since last year’s Spring Convention. 

 

Omega Chapter 

 

Cleone F. “Lea” David passed away on May 15, 2019, from pancreatic cancer.  Lea was a native of Marshallville, 

Georgia.  She was a Speech Pathologist, and enjoyed a teaching career in Florida and abroad, before returning home to 

Georgia.  Lea retired from Atlanta Public Schools, and continued to serve Speech students on a part-time basis as a 

contract worker for APS.  Lea was an avid gardener, having designed, installed, and becoming the caretaker of her 

beloved camellias, hydrangeas, and azaleas that beautified her condo grounds.  Her neighbors dubbed her the “Master 

Gardener” of her condo association.  Lea enjoyed passing along plants to others who shared her love of gardening.  She 

often came to Kappa meetings in her gardening clothes, which usually included a large, floppy hat.  Lea served the Kappa 

Chapter as vice-president for many years.  There were no immediate survivors. 

 



 

 
 

Tales from Tau 
 

Tau Chapter was honored to have Lambda State President, Pat Matthews, as a guest at their  
 Nov. 25, 2019 meeting.  Pat shared information from National, as well as updates from Never too Late Home for Boys.  
Tau members made Christmas decorations to be sold at the state Christmas Party.   
 

                     
 

Ken Russell  is Tau Chapter’s newest member!  He has been a Kappa Guy for many years, but now he has a dual  
role as member also.  He was fortunate to have been initiated by National President, Chris Hockert, at Lambda 
 State’s Christmas Party.    
 ............................................................................................................................................................. 

Tau Chapter President, Janet Martin, achieved Ambassador Travel for the number of Financial Services sales in 

2019. State Farm will be rewarding Janet’s 2019 sales achievement after the COVID-19 pandemic has past. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Reva Utz  is thrilled to announce the birth of her first grandson on Friday, March 20, 2020. Graham William Stephens 
weighed 8 lb., 14 oz. His proud parents are Reva’s daughter and son-in-law Caroline and Chris Stephens.  Caroline is a 
former Kappa member who is the Director of Technology for Elementary Schools in Gordon County Schools. 
  

                                                      
     

................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
Ken Russell had knee replacement surgery on Dec. 23, 2019.  Christmas was a little different due to his recuperation, 
but he is now recovered, and doing well.  Ken is also learning to teach remotely, now that all state college campuses are 
closed due to COVID-19.  



 

 

Theta News 

 
         

Anita Beasley's family welcomed their 9th grandchild, appropriately on Labor Day, this fall. Landry Claire has been such 
a blessing to the family. This is Anita's third granddaughter along with 6 grandsons.  

                                                                               
 

Anita and her oldest son, Chad, traveled to 12 National Parks with different family members joining them for a week 
here or there last spring. When he came home for Christmas, they decided to make a short trip to a nearby park that no 
one in the family had visited, Congaree National Park in South Carolina. Winter is the best time to go since the 
mosquitoes aren't out yet. It was a cold, rainy day but they were able to see what the park is known best for, the old 
growth forests and swamps.  
 

Stacey Laverick and her family were overjoyed in welcoming their new niece, Millie Kate Deery, into the family.  She is 
healthy and happy and loves to read (“thanks to all the books I’ve already started spoiling her with”)! 
 

Stacey also completed my Instructional Coaches Endorsement.  I am looking forward to working with my fellow 
teammates in a different capacity.  Right now I am helping them with teaching our students remotely. 

 

Loretta and Tom Vail purchased a small two bedroom condo in Colorado Springs in August.  They have been able to be 
there in September, November, and February to celebrate birthdays.  This was one of my favorite activities while there: 
Making a cake with Ivy.  It looks like it will be awhile before we can return! 
 
                                  
     “Upon return from Colorado in February we drove to Florida to be with my  
        brother in a small community of LaBelle.  We really had a pleasant time but it  
        turned cold and that hampered some of our activities.  This was a view from  
        our hotel room.   

                                                                                                       
 



 

 
 

 
   The highlight of the Florida trip was going to a Braves Training game.  
Who knew this might be the only one we will this season!!!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 7 found the Theta group in Monticello, GA attending "Suess on the Loose.” It was a fun day doing activities and 
seeing the variety of Seuss costumes. We were a small group but had a great morning followed by lunch a Barbara 
Robbins home. 

 
 

From Carol Hilburn:  Right now it is hard to write about what I have done lately when I have been cancelling most 

activities due to the Coronavirus scare.  I am trying very hard to stay at home and away from others which includes my 

grandchildren which is very difficult, but must be done. 

I did take my four grandchildren to Pigeon Forge back in September.   
We had lots of fun and I discovered 2 of the 4 kids did not like roller 
 coasters or many other rides.  Thank goodness my sister and her 
 granddaughter went with us.  The second day at Dollywood  
found my sister (who loves rides), her granddaughter and two of my  
grandchildren traveling together.  I took the other two kids to play 
 putt-putt and then to Cades Cove where we saw two bears! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 Could not find a picture of all the kids on one of our trips, 
  but here they are going to the Fox for The Nutcracker.   
 Cassie (my daughter), Trip (18), Ashby (15), Kennedy (8) and Andrew (7). 



 

In February, I went to Tybee Island to spend a few days with Theta member Helen Ray.  We had a wonderful time in 

spite of the fact that it was a bit cool, rainy and windy.  It’s always fun to run around eating fresh seafood and visiting 

with a close friend.  We enjoyed hanging at her place, walking to the beach and enjoying each other’s company. 

When I left Tybee I went to Orlando to meet my daughter’s family for a few days at Disney World. They had gone online 

to explore the rides so the kids were willing to try some rides since they had an idea what they did.  So much fun!  Got 

my steps in all 4 days I was at Disney! 

I am an AARP Tax volunteer from February to April 15.  Of course, the virus shut us down.  We hope to be able to open 

back up since the deadline has been moved to July 15. 

A personal “Thank you” to my Kappa sisters for awarding my niece Calli-Ann Cardin the Whelchel-Wootton scholarship.  

I was extremely excited when she sent me a text telling me about her award. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Kappa News 

 

Congratulations to Cheryl Sarvis on the birth of a new grandson!  

Bryson Sarvis came into the world weighing 7 lb. 1 oz.  Cheryl and her 

husband look forward to meeting Bryson in person as soon as the 

Corona Virus lock-down is lifted. 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

 
Mu Crew News 

 
 
 

Mu Chapter began Virtual Meetings January 9, 2020 by using Mu 

Chapter’s CLOSED Facebook page. Only members of Mu Chapter can 

access this page. Chapter president, Carol Lunsford lists information 

that needs discussion. Members are asked to reply through the 

comment sections. Potential members are sent an email invitation 

asking for a detailed biography describing their experiences in 

education. This email is shared with all members. Members then vote 

on accepting / not accepting the potential member into Kappa Kappa 

Iota. The members who do not have a Facebook page attend through 

MESSAGES or MESSENGER. 

Mu Chapter’s March 2020 meeting was the last meeting in face-to-face. 

This meeting, March 11, 2020, was the last date anyone could access the 

rehabilitation center where Paulette resides. The next the public was 

denied access. Paulette continues to support Kappa. Whenever she is 

rewarded with a “teddy bear” through Bingo Games, Paulette donates 

them to Kappa. 



 

Mu Chapter’s members, Joyce Farrar-Rosemon AND Dr. Barbara D. Culp 

have books listed on Amazon.com. Find Joyce’s books here: 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=c.+joyce+farrar-

rosemon&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss 

Find Dr. Barbara’s bookshere: 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=barbara+d.+culp&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_s

b_noss.  

Dr. Barbara’s books are also available in Walmart.  

Joyce Farrar-Rosemon recently presented information about 

the line of Therapeutic Bears she created to assist victims of 

disease, neglect, poverty and abuse to the AREA X membership 

of Georgia Retired Educators Association. All bears created are 

prototypes of the final product.  

 

Mu members Lori Burks and Paulette Bass still struggle with 

open wounds to their legs. Paulette must now use a wheelchair for 

mobility. Lori recently underwent surgery to close the open wound. 

Husband Alan indicates Lori is healing well. However, she must keep her 

leg elevated and not walk until the doctor releases her.  

Kathy Crocker-Paridon spent most of the fall, late winter, and now 

early spring in Ohio. Her mother experienced her 90th birthday (again) 

and her sister is suffering treatments for cancer. 

Evelyn and Mark Davidson made the transition to living in Texas. Mark 

is teaching at Wylie East High school as the Air Force Junior ROTC 

instructor. Recently he went with the senior class students to New 

Orleans. Evelyn attends Mu Chapter meeting through conference calling. 

Oralee Gilmore keeps busy with activities at Dutchtown High School.  

Carol Lunsford and her husband are beginning to see the light at the 

end of the tunnel. Both have been well since the middle of February. 

They’re busy planning to attend the 2020 National Kappa Kappa Iota 

Convention (fingers crossed). 
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